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5th January 2021 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As you will be aware there is considerable speculation that the N. Ireland Executive will follow measures already 

implemented in England and Scotland in relation to the closure of schools in response to a rise in Covid infections. 

As a parent I appreciate the anxiety caused by the prospect of potential further school closures and the uncertainty 

surrounding the impact on forthcoming modules, GCSE examinations and general academic progress. 

In my previous letter I indicated that the school has made plans to facilitate the English and Maths examinations taking 

place on 11th (Maths) and 14th January (English) in school and prepare children for these via revision sessions this 

Thursday and Friday. We also planned to ensure pupils in Years 11 and 12 were able to complete their Childcare 

examinations on Thursday 7th (Year 11 - SRC) and Tuesday 12th (Year 12 - RHS). 

I await confirmation from the Minister and Department of Education on measures to be introduced in the short term 

and the plans for GCSE examinations in the event of further school closure. I will communicate these to you via the SIMS 

Parent App as soon as possible. 

In the meantime, please reassure your child/children that Rathfriland High School will do everything possible to 

continue with learning and teaching under difficult circumstances. 

Our first ‘Online Learning Grid’ will be published ahead of tomorrow, detailing for parents and pupils work which should 

be completed and where this can be accessed. It is my hope that this provides you as parents with clarity regarding 

what your child should be doing in each subject area. There are two separate grids, one for Key Stage 3 (Years 8,9 and 

10) and one for Key Stage 4 (Years 11 and 12). These grids will be published on a weekly basis detailing work for the 

coming week. 

Thank you to those parents who have informed us that their child will be attending school as a ‘Key Worker/Vulnerable 

Child’. Any parent whose child is in this category who has not yet contacted the school is asked to do so today to allow 

staffing and catering arrangements to be made. This ‘supervised learning’ will commence from Wednesday 6th January. 

 
I hope that when I next contact you I am able to provide details of how we as a school will operate over the 
coming weeks and in the meantime I wish you and your families well. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
I Matthews 
 
Principal 
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